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who do not tolerate balsams. Its indications are (1) in affections of the 
urethra and bladder which are characterized by sensitiveness when injections 
and irrigations are not possible. (2) Acute exacerbations and complications, 
with painful and severe inflammatory reactions, for which antiphlogistic, 
antispasmodic, and sedative remedies must be applied. (3) Instances of 
chronic vesical catarrh with alkaline, ammoniacal urine, as well as those in 
which the urine is acid when an antiseptic is needed. (4) Instances of ob¬ 
stinate and chronic gonorrhoea when not only a parasiticide but an anti- 
catarrhal remedy is indicated .—Therapeutische Monatshefie, 1898, Heft 5, 8. 
266. 

The Treatment of Incontinence of Urine in Children with Rhus Aro- 
matica. —Dr. Ludwig Freyberger makes use of a fluid extract of the 
fragrant sumach of America. This was first used in the treatment of incon¬ 
tinence of urine caused by an atonic state of the bladder. Burvenich believed 
that it was a powerful tonic for the bladder, acting similarly to nux vomica. 
According to Numa, it stimulates the unstriped muscle of the bladder as 
well as that of the uterus and rectum. During the past three years one 
hundred and ten instances of enuresis have been under observation. Leaving 
out those in which the symptom was due to phimosis, preputial adhesions, 
hypospadia, urinary hyperacidity, cystitis, nephritis, or glycosuria, there re¬ 
mained altogether sixty instances of the use of this drug. Of these, thirty 
are tabulated, because a sufficiently long time has elapsed since their discharge 
(nine months to two years) to enable an opinion to be given as to a perma¬ 
nent cure. Patients who had previously received belladonna, strychnine, 
or tonics without success were at once put upon this treatment. Others 
underwent a preparatory treatment, which consisted of regulation of the 
diet, sleeping upon a hard mattress, the use of light coverings, and cold 
sponging along the spine. The children were taken up once or twice during 
the night and made to pass water. The formula is : Fluid extract of rhus 
aromatica, 1; aromatic syrup, 2; distilled water, 6, which conceals the as¬ 
tringent taste and disagreeable odor. The dose varies from five to ten minims 
(two to five years); ten to fifteen minims (five to ten years), with a maximum 
of twenty minims for older children. Of the thirty instances recorded, 
twelve boys and eighteen girls, cure followed in eighteen, eleven boys and 
seven girls ; improvement in ten, one boy and nine girls; and no improve¬ 
ment in two girls. “ Cure ” is intended to mean that at least nine months 
have elapsed since enuresis has occurred for the last time. The average 
duration of treatment was thirty-four days in boys and forty-five in girls. 
Thirty-three days, on an average, were sufficient to produce a permanent 
cure, fifty-three to effect a permanent improvement. It would be rash to 
claim this remedy as a specific, but it certainly appears to be as efficacious 
as belladonna, may be given for a long time without the slightest ill effect, 
and good results may be obtained when the latter proves ineffective.— 
Treatment, 1898, No. 5, p. 129. 

The Value of Certain Drugs in the Treatment of Gout.— Dr. Arthur 
P. Luff states that the treatment of this disease by alkalies is mainly based 
on the assumption that uric acid is present as such in the blood and tissues, 
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and is rendered soluble by the administration of alkalies, that uratic de¬ 
posits of sodium biurate are dissolved by alkalies, and that the system of a 
gouty person is pervaded by a general acidity which is neutralized and re¬ 
moved by alkalies. With regard to the first assumption, it is now well 
known that in gouty subjects uric acid is never present as such in the blood 
and tissues, but is always combined with sodium as the quadriurate or 
biurate. The only way in which alkalies could beneficially affect the quadri¬ 
urate would be to delay its conversion into the biurate. Experiments with 
an artificial blood-serum to which potassium carbonate, potassium citrate, 
lithium carbonate, lithium citrate, sodium bicarbonate, sodium phosphate, 
piperazine and lysidin were added in solution showed that this conversion is 
not delayed. The following do not in the slightest degree increase the 
solvent power of the blood for gouty deposits : Potassium carbonate, potas¬ 
sium citrate, lithium carbonate, lithium citrate, sodium phosphate, piperazine 
and lysidin. Sodium bicarbonate slightly decreases the solvent power of 
the blood for gouty deposits. The assumption that in connection with gout 
there is a general acidity of the system which causes a diminished alkalinity 
in the blood is opposed to the results of recent investigations upon the sub¬ 
ject. Klemperer showed that the alkalinity in the blood in gout is very 
little, if at all, diminished, and that corresponding variations in the alka¬ 
linity of the blood may frequently be met with in healthy individuals. More- 
for sodium biurate. Experiments with sodium salicylate show that it has 
over, a diminution of the alkalinity of blood-serum containing uric acid in 
does a diminution in the alkalinity of blood-serum diminish its solvent power 
solution does not facilitate the deposition of sodium biurate from it, nor 
no direct action either in delaying the decomposition of sodium quadriurate 
or in effecting a solvent action on deposits of sodium biurate. The supposed 
solvent effect of sodium salicylate for gouty deposits does not, therefore 
exist. The correct explanation of the increased elimination of uric acid in 
the urine during the administration of sodium salicylate is that salicylic acid 
unites readily with glycocine, and so conveys an increased amount of that body 
to the kidneys, where, by its combination with urea, an increased amount of 
uric acid is necessarily formed. This increased formation of uric acid is 
directly detrimental to gouty subjects, and on that account the salicylates 
are contraindicated in that disease. The general conclusions are that the 
ordinary alkalies, lithium salts, piperazine, and lysidin are useless, and 
sodium salicylate is also apparently contraindicated in gout .—The Lancet, 
1898, No. 3902, p. 1606. 

The Melaleuca Viridiflora.— -M. Dubousquet-Laborderie calls atten¬ 
tion to this tree, which is found in New Caledonia, from which an essence 
is obtained resembling that of eucalyptus. In pulmonary tuberculosis, ad¬ 
ministered by the stomach in dose of ten capsules (each four grains) daily, 
it gives rise to no disturbance. An oily emulsion of 2 per cent, strength can 
be given hypodermatically. In this disease cough, expectoration, and fever 
cease and the weight increases. In coryza and tonsillitis, inhalations pro¬ 
duce remarkable sedative effects. In diseases of the urinary apparatus ex¬ 
cellent results have been obtained. In one instance albuminuria disap¬ 
peared. In cystitis and prostatitis, irrigation with a 2 per cent, aqueous 



